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Commemte on Ividence of Gasoline Zhortage in Kagzalkhstan
25X1
i. There is no %o suggest that the shortage of gagoline
in Kasekhsten reflocis unus stockplling or a natisnewide snortage of

this product.

2. There is no a@g ¢ Lo suggest that the rail transport
difficulties eited relerence docunent hawe been brought about by a
general marshalling of tank cars for unusuasl POL trensport missions
elsewhars in the Soviet umion.

3. Umsually hoavy transport requireszents amd requiresents for
gasoline in Kagakhstau wers doubtless brought aboot during i 18Mths
of August and September Ly raius in Lhe new lands arse wideh were far
grester than ususl. These rains would have callad for emergency haule
ing of grain stored in the open and would alsc s because of .wddy rosds, |
have increased fuel consunption over that of trueking operaticneg undepy ' |
normal condlitions. -

L. It 18 believed that the FuL shortages in jasakhstan ave partly
the result of aduinistralive and planniig faillurss, complicated by the
adverse weather cunditions. Cince ihe production of crude oil in the
WSLK has inercased about 20 percent in 1955 over 1954 and since the
larger part of 1oL transport is by tauk car, the desmad for rail trang-
port of POL in 1955 may have increased very substantially, bringing
about an increasingly idgh degree of utilisation of the tank car park,
Thias tightening tank car slituation together with the fact tiat in ihe
new lands area tank caxs are being ueed for tesporary iul storage pur-
poses (Llus incwrring an unusuelly long turnaround time}, :my welil have 25X1
made the railrosds extresely reluctant tu allacate additinel tenk cars
to the Xszakhstan region.
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